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Behind Closed Doors by Donna Ferrato
Domestic violence is an issue that happens almost every day across the world. Women are occasionally the victim domestic violence in the society. It is now evident that violence on women cuts across socio-economic, cultural, and racial and class boundaries. The norm is now a typically accepted behavior in the society. Domestic violence is not an isolated occurrence or event, rather a pattern of behaviors that perpetrators use to gain control over the victim. In domestic violence, the abuser repeatedly assaults the same victim. The assaults are in the form of physical injury, but may sometimes be in the form of sexual abuse (Richardson, and Gene, 200). The assaults may also be physiological. Physiological implies intense and repetitive humiliation, hence creating isolation of the victim and also controlling activities of the victim through intimidation or manipulation. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is also important to note that domestic violence occurs in any type of intimate relationship. This paper will discuss the issue of domestic violence through an analysis of a photo by Donna Ferrato. Donna Ferrato has played an important role in addressing the issue of domestic violence through photography. “Behind Closed doors” is one of her photos that has helped shape the American society on the issue of domestic violence. Despite domestic violence being a criminal activity across the globe, it still remains a common occurrence, almost rising to a pandemic scale that goes unnoticed in the society. Therefore, more advances to counter and control domestic abuse are geared towards raising awareness in all aspects of life.   
Donna Ferrato is a key figure in activism and photojournalism across the globe. She is known mainly for playing a fundamental role in the coverage of domestic violence and also her documentation of the New York City neighborhood of Tribeca. She was born in Lorain, Ohio, and she is a self-taught photographer, who in later years, became a freelance photojournalist. She was mainly based in Paris and Belgium until the year 1978 when she travelled extensively across Europe and the United States in the late 1970s. In the year 1982, Donna was hired by a Japanese to photograph couples who depicted the wealthy lifestyle of Americans in the early 1980s. After witnessing one of the husband brutally beat his wife in the photograph, she embarked on an independent journey to cover domestic abuse cases across the United States. Ferrato spent several years paying a visit to prisons, women shelters, emergency centers, and travelling with law enforcers to interact with victims of domestic violence. 
Her photographs on the subject of domestic violence were mianly published in The New York Times Magazine, in life, Time, USA Today, and United States News among other important media platforms. Because of her extensive work in fighting domestic violence in the society, she has received numerous honors. The awards include: the W. Eugene Smith Grant in 1985 and Kodak Crystal Eagle Award in the year 1990. She also published her book “Living with the Enemy” in 1991, which highlighted key issues in domestic violence. She founded the Domestic Abuse Awareness Project, which helped in producing exhibitions on domestic violence with the aim of raising money for women’s shelters. Her photographs mainly depicted domestic violence in the society hence promoted public awareness on this matter. Her aim is to see photojournalism change the society for better in key issues such domestic violence. 
One of the most renowned photographs taken by Donna Ferrato is “Behind Closed Doors.” The photo captured an abusive husband beating his wife in 1982. The incident happened one night in in the bathroom of the couple’s bathroom of their suburban New Jersey home. During this time, Ferrato was in New Jersey following the story of sexual adventures. Enraged with anger, Garth beat his wife Lisa while she was pinned down in a corner. As Garth pulled back his right arm, Ms. Ferrato raised her camera and captured the moment. As he continued to slap his wife in the face, she closed her eyes and took another frame. The photo captured Ferrato in the mirrors as she kept capturing photos of the abuse. But when Garth raised the arm to strike gain, Ms. Ferrato grabbed his arm and told him to stop. Ferrato thought that taking the photos will make the man stop beating the wife. In her interviews, she said she did not know what would happen. In a way, she tries to caution photographers to be careful when “interfering” with people’s lives. You may not know what people are going to do. I choose this photo because it raises essential issues regarding domestic violence that are not normally captured but they exist in the society. These acts of intimate-partner violence are not uncommon, but they often happen in private. This time round another person was in the secluded room to capture the moment, photographer Donna Ferrato.
After capturing this photo, Ferrato wanted to show to the world the effects of domestic violence in the society. She knew that simply bearing witness could not be enough to convince the world of her discoveries. She approached different magazine editors to publish these images, but they all refused to publish the images. She, however, published her book “Living with the Enemy” which chronicled issues related to domestic violence and their aftermaths including that of Garth and Lisa. In the book, Ferrato captured incidents and victims of domestic violence living in women shelters and shadowing police (Ferrato, 250). There was opposition from the public after these photos were released. Ferrato says she published the photos because she felt inferior in the face of the violence she had seen and also no magazine had published the pictures. No one seemed to care how rampant domestic violence was in the society. Women had no choice but to suffer silently in the society. There were no discussions about the social injustice to women. Therefore, after the release of the photos, everyone was defending the abuser. People blamed the woman. In one of her interviews, Ferrato says it was like a bomb that went off when she published the images. People were shocked to see the face of a woman with wounds as a result of domestic violence on the cover of the magazine. However, women reacted through starting movement in the grassroots to change legislation and introduce laws that would hold abusers accountable. They used her photos as evidence of raising money to conduct public awareness campaigns, to strengthen the shelter movement and most importantly protect women and children from domestic violence. 
The photo is famous because it reminds the bold steps taken in the society to address issues concerning domestic violence in the society. The photo has helped to change laws and finance different domestic violence shelters throughout the United States of America. It has also helped create awareness through campaigns in the society regarding the issue of domestic violence. This has been possible since Ferrato has been an advocate for abused women. She has participated in giving lectures on domestic violence to different people in the society including lawyers, judges, police officers, medical groups, and students. Her current campaign is aimed at helping women leave abusive relationships. She urges members of the society to gain focus on what makes women stay, and to provide services to women who want to leave the abusive relationships. Thanks to these photos, the Congress passed the Violence Against Women Act in 1994. The Act increased penalties against perpetrators and helping train police law enforcers treat it as a serious crime. A private tragedy was now a public cause thanks to Ferrato’s photos. 
The photograph still has a powerful impact in the contemporary society. It depicts rampant cases of domestic cases that occur unnoticed in the society. According to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, one in three women in the soociaety experience domestic violence in their lifetimes, and majority of them are women. These figure shows no sign of reducing despite numerous advances including the domestic violence screenings needed covered under the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and the research on how children health is impacted by domestic violence. On social media, the issue of domestic violence is reported almost daily. Reports of celebrities breaking up as a result of domestic violence cannot go unnoticed. The photo has helped photographers capture such moments that have an impact to the well-being of the society. It has created an avenue where the society can now openly address important issue affecting the people. The society should help in empowering women to realize social well-being of the community. Women need to be given jobs and also educated in order to realize a society that will advocate for the rights of all people regardless of race, economic status, religion, just but a few. The legal system also needs to appreciate the rights of all people in the society. Family courts should be transparent in addressing issues concerning domestic abuse. 
In conclusion, people must realize that domestic violence is a socio-economic problem rather than a private issue only within the family and can be easily ignored. The issue needs to be given the necessary attention from the various institutions designed in the society because it affects the overall, standard of living. It not only an issue concerning women, but also a problem that hinders the development of the community.  
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